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Travel with us far away from the 
hustle and bustle to Middleburg, 

Virginia for inspiration from our 
amazing cover shoot at Catesby Farm 

Estate, featuring newlywed couple 
Zena and Durrell Babbs. The former 
professional dancer and R&B singer 

celebrated their union in grand 
style this past summer at the First 

Congregational Church of Los Angeles.

ena Foster and Durrell Babbs, who is also known 
as the R&B sensation that is Tank, first met in 
the early 2000s. Zena was an up-and-coming 

dancer while Tank was preparing for his solo debut. Their 
fateful meeting was actually arranged by a friend who did 
choreography. However, when this pair came face-to-face 
at rehearsal, sparks flew. From that moment on, Zena and 
Tank formed a friendship and eventually a romance that 
spans over a decade.

On July 22, 2018, these longtime lovebirds tied the knot 
with a star-studded ceremony and reception in their home-
town of LA. Guests, including Michael B. Jordan, Kelly Row-
land and Jamie Foxx were just a few top names treated to 
the lavish affair. Tall blush-toned floral arrangements and a 
delectable dinner menu, as well a custom ice cream station 
completed the special day with a unique and romantic flair.

Now that the Babbs have settled into married life with 
their two children, Zoey and Zion, they’re ready to take on 
the world with their strengthened love. Our Editor-in-Chief, 
Mary Chatman, interviewed the happy newlyweds about 
their affection, gained wisdom, and how to overcome chal-
lenges with your soulmate. 

Q | How did you end up dating each other?

Tank: I think the first time we actually talked and kind of 
looked at each other from that first encounter – well, to me, 
she was pretty special. There were 10 other dancers in there, 
but nobody else was really in the room compared to her.

Q | What was the one thing that you both found 
attractive about each other?

Tank: I was new to Los Angeles and kind of new to being 
an artist. And I think the thing about Zena, she’s just really 
warm and personable. When you meet her and talk to her, 
it’s almost like you’ve known her for a long time. So, for me 
coming in fresh to LA, meeting someone like her just wasn’t 
a normal experience for me. And I was like, ‘Wow, she’s that 

LOOK #1 (Left)
Groom Jacket: Hand-Made Silk Oxford Cloths for  
   Tony The Tailor
Groom Shirt, Vest & Pocket Square: Sebastian Cruz
Groom Shoes: Bruno Magli, Tony Tailor
Groom Pants: Jos A. Bank
Bride: Lian Rokman at The Boutique by B.Belle Events
Bride Bracelet: Misayo House
Bride Earrings: Tiffany & Co.
Bride Shoes: Christian Louboutin at Yarid’s Shoe

LOOK #2 (Above)
Groom Pants: Jos A. Bank
Groom Sequin Blazer: Provided by Fashion Stylist,  
   Katie Brinson
Groom Shoes: Bruno Magli, Tony Tailor
Bride: Danny Mizrahi at The Boutique by B.Belle Events
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti at Yarid’s Shoe



LOOK #3
Groom Suit: Hickey Freeman for  
   Tony The Tailor
Groom Shirt: Sebastian Cruz
Groom Pants, Bow Tie & Shoes:  
   Jos A. Bank
Groom Pocket Square: Sebastian Cruz

Bride: Danny Mizrahi at The Boutique  
   by B.Belle Events
Bride Shoes: Christian Louboutin
Bride Hat: Z Malan
Bride Earrings: Tiffany & Co.
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beautiful and that cool.’ Like it was a weird combination and 
so it just automatically made me gravitate towards her. 

Zena: Initially, we weren’t single when we first met, but 
there was definitely chemistry. Nothing could happen then, 
but we both were definitely eyeing one another. He was 
very open and friendly. It’s like the second that you meet 
him, you just want to give him a big hug. But of course, he 
was easy on the eyes, very sexy, had a good smile, and he 
was so cute because he was trying to dance but he really 
couldn’t. He was trying to keep up with the girls and do the 
choreography – it was so hysterical. 

Q | Tell us about the highs and lows you experienced 
while dating? And in particular, can you share how 
you managed to overcome the lows?

Zena: I think the thing with Tank and I was that we always 
remained friends. There was even a point in time where I 
was in another relationship and I would call Tank to ask him 
questions about things. He would be very honest with me 
about stuff even though I still had a place for him in my heart. 
There was one time he cut me off, but I found my way back. 

Tank: We finally got together in 2004. Our relationship at 
that point was awesome. I thought that we’d be something 
that’d last for a long time, if not forever. But life happens, 
and when you’re young and you’re out in the entertainment 
world – I think we all make mistakes. However, those mis-
takes were necessary in order for us to both go our separate 
ways and grow. And then, oddly enough, come back to it 
with a better perspective. We figured out how to bring all of 
those challenges and make them into advantages. And when 
we got back together the second time, here we are forever at 
this point. So, it was always destined to be. We just had to go 
through some things and be tested, and now we’re ready to 
fight for it.

Q | What made you both decide to go ahead with a 
wedding?

Zena: I gave Tank a timeline. I didn’t have a ring, and I 
wanted my ring because I was getting antsy. We’ve known 
each other since 2000, and we got married on July 22, 2018. 
That’s a long time to know somebody before you walk down 
the aisle. So, I was very impatient because in my mind, I felt  
I always knew that he was going to be the one. But for him, 
he had to figure it out, in a sense. When he finally did propose,  
then he started asking me, ‘Well, you got your ring. Are you  
going to plan this wedding?’ And I was procrastinating 
because I got what I wanted.

It was just, I was thinking about planning the wedding and 
I started getting anxiety. There’s a lot of pieces in wedding 
planning. When I really started looking into it and saw all 
that I had to do, I figured out a date, hired a wedding plan-
ner and got to work. I think it took us about six months to 
plan it, and everything was absolutely perfect.
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Q | One thing our readers are gonna want to hear 
about, since we do cater to women of color, are 
those Tweets from four years ago on colorism. Can 
you share some background on what you were going 
through in your mind and how you both got through 
that situation?

Tank: I think it’s just really weird how many people just 
don’t really see the truth about it and haven’t really pro-
cessed what all women of color go through. And that’s all 
shades, from the darkest to the lightest. And ultimately, 
they forget that we’re all black at the end of the day. One 
shade hating on another shade is counterproductive and 
misleading to the fact that we’re all black. And so, some-
times what society has done in terms of creating this 
separation gets the best of all of us. But it’s not us. We don’t 
have the mediums to create this divide, we don’t have the 
businesses, we don’t own the entertainment companies or 
these things that push out these images that make you feel 
or think a certain way. Attacking each other is just a wrong 
way to go about it. 

I experienced a lot of hate because I was with a light-
skinned woman and I was like, ‘How is that even possible?’ 
My mom and sister are light-skinned women while my 
grandmother was a dark-skinned woman and my great 
grandmother was brown. I come from many shades in my 
family. So, all I ever knew was that everybody in my family, 
regardless of the shade, were black. I just didn’t understand 
what the problem was. When you talk colorism, society 
depicts certain things, yes, but that’s not us. We can’t let 
that dictate how we treat and handle each other now. Going 
back to my mama who is light-skinned, some people would 
say, ‘You’re ashamed of what your mama look like.’ I’m like, 
‘No, actually. I’m not. I’m right within the guidelines of 
where my mama at.’ 

So, I just think that, people, and women of color, for that 
matter, have been through so much that sometimes it spills 
over into blaming each other for what we’ve gone through. 
And we have to get out of that. We’re missing the true 
enemy. 

Zena: I never look at the color. When it comes to social 
media, it’s kind of a lost cause because there’s so much I 
could say but I refrain from saying. At the end of the day, 
I’m just talking to strangers with a damn keyboard that 
are angry, so it really doesn’t matter. I know what I am. My 
father’s black, my mother’s white. I’m black and white. I can 
claim whatever, I can claim both sides. I love both sides.

I’m married to a black man. Some look at it like Tank 
came up and now he married a lighter-skinned girl and that 
black men in Hollywood all do. There’s a lot of light-skinned 
women that are married to men in the industry who are 
black, some from Africa. But that time on Twitter people 
just decided it’s me and it doesn’t add up. It’s not like I went 
to God and I said, ‘Hey, can you make me this shade? Can 
you make me a little lighter?’ There’s nothing you can do. 
My mom and my father created me, so I don’t see the point 
in being mad at something that I had no choice over.

Q | What values are most important to you as a 
couple?

Zena: My values are family, being honest and communica-
tion. I’m a talker and Tank definitely lets me talk, but it’s 
great because he’s a talker as well. We discuss stuff that 
some couples might just shut down. Whenever we do speak 
on things, I always have a better understanding by the time 
we’re done with the conversation.

Tank: I think mine is also family. Zena helps me with that 
because I’m very much a worker. She keeps me reminded 
like, ‘Hey dude, we got a family.’ She keeps me focused with 
everything that I do. The time that we spend together, we’re 
just developing our nuances as a family. That helps keep me 
balanced.

Q | As public figures, what are your thoughts balanc-
ing what your family and friends need to know versus 
your personal business?

Zena: We keep our personal life off of social media and 
that’s the best way to be. For our followers, we let them 
know what we want them to know and bits and pieces of 
what they need to know as far as them feeling like they 
know us on a personal level. But in order to keep a relation-
ship and family together, there’s a lot that needs to stay 
between a couple, and I feel like we’ve managed it very well 
in maintaining our private life. 

LOOK #4
Groom Suit: Hickey Freeman for  
   Tony The Tailor
Groom Shirt: Sebastian Cruz
Groom Shoes: Bruno Magliano,   
   Jos A. Bank
Groom Bow Tie: Jos A. Bank
Groom Pocket Square: Sebastian Cruz
Bride: J’aton at Mark Ingram  
   Bridal Atelier
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti at  
   Yarid’s Shoe
Bride Earrings: Misayo House
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Q | Please tell us more about your children and how 
you manage blended family life?  

Zena: Well, as far as managing it, I work from home, so that 
helps me out a lot. Tank is the one that’s always on the road 
and he goes to the studio on the weekends. So, he’s defi-
nitely away a lot more than I am. But when he is home, we 
try to do family gatherings or take the kids to go do some-
thing fun and memorable. We both do a great job of balanc-
ing it out and helping each other.

Tank: I just always want to be involved and make sure I go 
to their school programs and parent-teacher conferences.  
I’m trying to be there. I mean there’s no feeling like that 
when you pick the kids up from school and hear ‘Daddy!’ 
Nothing’s better than that. When I think back to me being a 
kid, I think back to my father coming home from work and 
me pulling off his boots every time he came in and that type 
of thing. 

I was a very independent kid and not that I missed any-
thing, but my parents had to work. My mom had two jobs 
and my father worked for the military. So, there was no, ‘Let 
me meet you at the bus stop.’ My parents had to come to 
school so much because I was bad. They never had time to 
enjoy the good stuff I did. So, I just wanted to change that 
narrative. I want to be there in a different way. My parents 
did what they had to do, and they did a great job at it. They 
paved the way for me to be able to be here for my kids.

Q | What do you want them to take away about love 
and life?

Tank: The biggest part of love is being available. When your 
kids start feeling like they can’t count on you, that’s when 
cracks develop in the relationship. As a parent, you should 
be dependable. And my parents were. I never missed a 
meal. I never missed a Christmas, no matter what we didn’t 
have. As a kid, I didn’t feel it. I didn’t know until I got a little 
older like, ‘Oh, we’re kinda poor, huh?’ But that was my par-
ents’ job to make sure that I didn’t feel any of those things. 
And that’s what they did. They were there, they were avail-
able for me. So that’s what I think is the most important 
thing to pass down to my kids. I’m always going to be here 
for them.

Q | On the topic of romance: we’d love to know; do 
you have date night? If so, what’s your ideal date and 
how do you keep the spark alive?   

Zena: We have date night. Usually it falls on a Wednesday. 
Half the time, we’re so busy and active throughout the week 
or the weekend, by the time we get to date night and it’s 
just the two of us, we’re often doing dinner and a movie and 
just chilling or having a drink or whatever. And because I’m 
a huge foodie, we’re trying a new restaurant every date.

When Tank and I got together, I already told him travel-
ing, vacationing and seeing different parts of the world are 
important to me. I want to create memories. Tank never 
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LOOK #5 (Above)
Bride: Lian Rokman at The Boutique by B.Belle Events
Bride Cape: Custom, The Boutique by B.Belle Events
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti at Yarid’s Shoes
Bride Earrings: Misayo House

LOOK #6 (Right)
Bride: Kartel Boutique International 
Bride Hair Accessory: Z Malan
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti at  
   Yarid’s Shoe 
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took a vacation before we got back together. So, the first 
time he ever took a real vacation was like four or five years 
ago. All the years he’s been working, he’s been to a lot of 
places, but he’s never not had an itinerary. Now I got him 
asking about trips all the time. He’s like, ‘Babe, we got those 
glimpses. Where are we going to go next?’ 

I also make sure that we always do a vacation with the 
kids at least twice a year; and then with he and I, we try to 
do a vacation at least two to three times a year. And that 
definitely keeps it interesting and fun. 

Tank: Of course, with the traveling, trips, date nights and 
all those things, there are no kids. Having those moments 
where you can still feel like you’re at the beginning, like 
you’re kind of courting in a sense. I think that helps, and 
you need that. You need to stay connected. I’m always like, 
‘Hey man, as long as we’re together, we’ll be fine.’

Q | What do you love most about each other?

Zena: His understanding of who I really am because that’s 
the only way we can work. I’m a special type of individual, 
and not everybody can handle that. But he’s definitely 
helped me balance myself out and I think that’s the most 
rewarding thing about our relationship. I’d probably drive 
myself crazy half the time if it wasn’t for him, but he has a 
way of keeping me grounded. 

Tank: Cakes! No, I’m just kidding. I love that she’s a very 
strong alpha female. It’s exciting being with her. I’ve been 
in relationships and have dealt with people where I’m like, 
‘You ain’t got nothing else to say? You got nothing else to 
talk about? You don’t have any feelings on this?’ I’m used to 
Zena being Zena and having somebody who has a thought 
process on everything. I think that a healthy conversa-
tion and that healthy back and forth, whether it be heated 
or whether it be fun, keeps my mind stimulated. That’s 
the sort of difference. You gotta have my mind, you gotta 
somehow penetrate my thought process. If you can’t do 
that, then it’s going to wear out. But she’s managed to excel 
at that.

Q | What are you guys most looking forward to in your 
future as a couple?

Zena: Well, we just decided we’re done with kids. It was a 
tough decision that we went back and forth with for a long 
time. But finally, we concluded that we’re good where we 
are, and we really want to enjoy this marriage because it’s 
so new and fresh. We already have kids and we’re building 
our legacy with our children. 

Tank: I’m looking forward to everything. Even in terms of 
when I think about my career and the things that are hap-
pening or can happen. I think about us being on more red 
carpets or us being on Oprah. I think about how all of these 
cool things could happen, but how they can also help us. 

I think about what I’m going to get her when I get my first 
$30,000,000 check. I’m always thinking of ‘we.’ How we can 
be better, how we’re going to be more fun, how we’re going 

to be more influential. It’s always about us. I’m always look-
ing forward to the next thing and trying to not just wait on 
it, but to make it happen. We want to be good examples and 
help lead a new generation of married couples and parents.

Q | What’s the best piece of relationship advice that 
you’ve received that you’d like to pass on to our readers?

Zena: Just have fun. That’s the key to life.

Tank: In our counseling, the one piece of advice I took 
from it is that you never stop compromising. Meet each 
other in the middle in terms of what the decisions are. It 
doesn’t always work out that way, but at least you tried. 
Understanding that there are still two sides, there’s still two 
people involved and still two sets of feelings and mindsets 
that need to be considered with every decision. So, if you 
never stop compromising, you never stop wanting to make 
each other happy.
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LOOK #7 (Left)
Groom Jacket: Sebastian Cruz
Groom Shirt: Zara
Groom Shoes: Bruno Magli
Groom Pocket Square: Sebastian Cruz
Bride: J’aton at Mark Ingram Bridal Atelier
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti at Yarid’s Shoe
Bride Bracelet & Earrings: Misayo House
Bride Fascinator: Z Malan

LOOK #8 (Above)
Bride: Idan Cohen at  
   The Boutique by B.Belle  
   Events
Bride Shoes: Giuseppe  
   Zanotti at Yarid’s Shoe
Bride Bracelet & Earrings:  
   Misayo House 
Bride Hat: Z Malan


